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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL

not a statue
but a stage

APPROACH: 
the precincts as the interface between 
secular and religious worlds 

CONTEXT:
Precincts as the public stage, surrounded 
by more intimate ‘rooms’

CONCEPT: 
not a statue but a stage

The Precincts serve to physically (Canterbury) and metaphorically 
(Anglican Communion) link the Cathedral with society. 

Reconnecting the Precincts to their 
historical and contemporary contexts

st. Augustine’s abbey

st. Martin’s Church

Canterbury Cathedral

Many perspectives on the enduring role 
of the Cathedral in the local and global 
community

STRATEGY 1: 
Improve site cohesion and conections, 
as well as visitor orientation and access

STRATEGY 3: 
Connect Canterbury Cathedral to the world through story
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but a vibrant stage on which to perform 
stories of yesterday, today, and tomorrow 

STRATEGY 2: 
Create a framework where the past, 
present, and future intersect

Canterbury Tales
Different social perspectives on the 
context of pelgrimage

Not a passive narration of the past...
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MATERIALS: plan scale 1: 500

PHASING DIAGRAMS
STRATEGY 1+2: phased 
Phase 1

STRATEGY 3: independent development 
Connected to phases, or one by one

Inlaid paving patterns: 
Canterbury as an important place of pilgrimage

LANDSCAPE INSTALLATIONS:

Mosaic of clay bricks, in 
combination with sand-
coloured cast concrete, 
with stainless steel edge 
8mm

Mosaic of Portuguese 
granite cobblestones,
with stainless steel edge 
8mm

Mosaic of European marble, 
with stainless steel edge 
8mm

Ornamental sculptures:
Desecration of Catholic saints

PERSONAL STORIES
Individuals from a range of backgrounds offer stories, not just 
on the Cathedral, but also on the relationship between religion 
and society in the past and present

Concrete socles

Natural stone sculptures

Overgrown with Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

FURNITURE:

Concrete tile

moveable stool, 
translucent white 
synthetic material

large cruciform bench made from brushed, recycled 
stainless steel frame with wooden seat

info pole sign lamp 
post 4m

fl agpole with 
lamp post 7m

fi xed stool, 
brushed, recycled 
stainless steel

trash bin,
brushed, recycled 
stainless steel

Illuminated crosses on the surface
Translucent glass cover

Solar-powered LED lighting

Steel frame

Davidia involucrata var. 
vilmoriniana 
(handkerchief tree)

Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Blackfi eld’

Heuchera ‘Fire Chief’

Papaver orientale ‘Beauty of 
Livermere’

Imperata cylindrica ‘Red 
Baron’

Coreopsis ‘Limerock Ruby’

Stainless steel edge 8mm

Broken red granite 8-16mm

Next phases

Garden-like Parterres:
Grieving for the death of Thomas Becket

New/existing asphalt

Existing foundation

(Reinforced) grass

Rhododendron

Existing foundation

Existing foundation

Top layer of broken shells

Reuse existing natural 
stone pavement

Reuse existing natural 
stone pavement

DECORATIVE DOORSTEP, MAIN 
ENTRANCES CATHEDRAL

PATH TO BUILDINGS 
SURROUNDING THE 
PRECINCTS

MAIN ROUTE

Current audio tour device
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